	Planning Sheet for Single Lessons. Lesson 2
	TITLE:  Applying Everyday Classification Systems
	Cluster: 1. Diversity of Living Things
Year: 6. SLO 6-1-02


	Learning Outcomes/Goal Focus
	Teacher Reminders
	Children’s Tasks
	Gear Required

	A. Scientific Inquiry

Cluster 0. GLO B2, E1

Initiating, Researching & Planning
Use of pre-assessment tool; content of Lesson 1

Implementing; Observing, Measuring &

Recording
Use elected contents of desks to reinforce basic idea of classification.

Record information.

Analyzing & Interpreting

Identifying similarities and differences in a collection of objects.

Concluding & Applying

Conclude regarding necessity to classify complex world.

Conclude regarding many ways of classifying.

Apply knowledge of classifications to aspects of our everyday worlds (homework: classify 20 automobiles).

B. STSE Issues/ Design Process/ Decision Making

Identify that everyday objects can be placed into different classes and different numbers of classes without loss of scientific credibility.

C.
Essential Science Knowledge Summary (as in Lesson 1)

(1) All objects are unique, but can be grouped into classes based on some similarity(ies). (2) There is not typically just one ‘correct’ classification for a collection of objects. (3) Classifications are necessary to impose order and facilitate communication.

What will you assess?

Reasons for classifying.

Typical bases of classification.

How will you assess it?

Responses to questions in unit test.

Journal work.

Anecdotal in-class evidence.
	Teacher begins by noting that, following previous lesson, students now know how to classify things. But do we all choose to classify in the same way?

Teacher asks students to randomly select any ten objects from their desk.

Teacher asks students to classify their 10 objects in any way that they choose.

Teacher asks students to seat themselves in their groups of five, and to classify the objects selected by the other four students.

Ask students to complete a table recording the five (different) classifications—their own and those of the other four students— imposed on their personal collections.

Teacher initiates a class discussion. Ask students to summarize the information that they have recorded.

Teacher reinforces idea from Lesson 1 that classifications are parts of our everyday lives, allowing us to make sense of what is often a complex reality. Accordingly, it is not surprizing that different people classify differently. These ideas surface again in the next lesson.

Students assigned Journal task and automobile classification homework (classify the first twenty automobiles that you see in a local car park).
	Students randomly select 10 objects from their desks.

Students classify the ten objects from their desks.

Each student observes the collection of the other four students and writes down a personal classification of each of the four collections displayed by the other students in their group.

Students collect from their four peers the suggested classifications. Each student prepares a table that lists the five (different) classifications of the same collection of ten objects.

Students report to the class. They describe in what respects the suggested classifications differ by identifying the different bases employed. They also note whether the number of classes is different.


	Overhead projector.

Collections of ten objects from individual student desks.

Questions to consider in your planning / delivery

1.How long will each phase last?

2.How am I going to organize working groups?

3.How will I organise and distribute the gear?

4.Am I emphasising specific skills and knowledge development?

5.Am I giving clear instructions? 

6. What must I look for in monitoring student learning?


